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subsistence to last them until they should harvest
their Indian corn. Their absence gave me leisure to
visit the Amalingans, and, on the very next day, I
embarked in a canoe to go to their Village. I had
only a league more to make in order to reach it,
when they perceived me; and immediately they
saluted me with a continual discharge of guns, which
did not cease until I left the canoe. This honor
which they were paying me assured me, at the
outset, of their present inclinations. I lost no time;
as soon as I landed I had a Cross set up, and those
who had accompanied me raised, as soon as possible,
a Chapel, which they made of sheets of bark in the
same way that they make their cabins, and they
erected in it an altar. While they were employed
in that work, I visited all the cabins of the Amalingans,
so as to prepare them for the instructions that I was
to give them. As soon as I began the instructions
they came most assiduously to hear them. I sum-
moned them three times a day to the Chapel,—to
wit, in the morning after Mass, at noon, and in the
evening after prayer. During the remainder of the
day I went around among the cabins, in which I also
gave private instructions.

When, after several days of continuous work, I
believed them to be sufficiently instructed, I set the
day on which they should come to be regenerated
in the waters of holy Baptism. The first who came
to the Chapel were the Captain, the Orator, three
of the most important men of the Tribe, and two
women. Immediately after their Baptism, two other
companies, each of twenty Savages, followed them
and received the same grace. Finally, all the others



